
 

Nevett Ford Melbourne 
Website Article 

January 2010 

 
 
 
 
 

Same Sex Couples  
 
 

Up until 1 July 2009, same sex partners were recognised as being interdependent partners in 
interdependent relationships for migration purposes. 
 
 
From 1 July 2009, same sex partners are recognised as being de facto partners for migration 
purposes and the changes have the following affects: 
 
 

• Same sex and opposite sex de facto couples in a genuine and continuing relationship 

are recognised as de facto partners. 

• Opposite sex married couples in a genuine and continuing relationship are recognised 

as spouses. 

• The terms interdependent partner and de facto spouse are no longer used for new visa 

applications. 

• Spouses and de facto partners may be jointly referred to as partners. 

• Same sex de facto partners and their children are recognised as family members when 

their partner is a primary visa applicant. 

• Parent-child relationships including biological children, adopted children, children born 

via artificial conception procedures and children born into prescribed surrogacy 

arrangements can be recognised for migration purposes. 

• Children of de facto partners (including same sex partners) are recognised as step 

children. 

 

Please contact David Stratton, Ryan Curtis-Griffiths or Helen Zheng, Lawyers in our Migration 
Law Work Group, if you require further information in relation to this issue, or if you require legal 
advice regarding any other migration law matter. 

 

 



 

Nevett Ford Melbourne 
Website Article 

January 2010 

 
Contact: 
 
David Stratton 
Director 
T: 03 9614 7111 

Helen Zheng 
Lawyer 
T: 03 9615 4325 

Ryan Curtis-Griffiths 
Lawyer 
T: 03 9615 4309 

email: 
dstratton@nevettford.com.au 

email: 
hzheng@nevettford.com.au 

email: 
rcurtisgriffiths@nevettford.com.au 

Registered Migration Agent 58007 Registered Migration Agent 3327 Registered Migration Agent 741735 

 
 
 

Melbourne office 
Level 42 South Tower Rialto 
525 Collins Street 
Melbourne Victoria 3000 
 
T 03 9614 7111 
F 03 9614 3192 
email: 
melbourne@nevettford.com.au 
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Disclaimer 
 
This document has been prepared for the purpose of providing information and is intended as a guide only 
and not legal advice. 
 
If you have any queries in relation to this article please contact this office to seek legal advice.  Accordingly, 
we accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the information provided nor any liability for any loss or 
damage suffered as a result of reliance upon this document. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


